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climate the crops suffer because of too much humidity. The following Figures 2 and 3 may elucidate the relation between rainfall and crops in the western part of Europe. Above and beneath the diagrams are given the years, each year representing the middle of a lustrum, viz. 1848 the lustrum 1846-1850; 1853, the lustrum 1851-1855, etc. The curves marked R give the fluctuation of rainfall in percentage of the average. In Figure 2, WZ means crop of wheat expressed in percentage of an average crop; RO means crop of rye.
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FIG. 3.   Relation of rainfall (B and E) to price of grain (WM and WZ) in Central Europe
WM=price, In marks, of a Bavarian bushel of wheat in Munich (1 division =2 marks); WZ=price, in francs, of 50 kilograms of wheat In Zurich; K=rainfall In South Germany (1 division=8% variation from the mean of many years), E=date of the vintage in South Germany and Switzerland, which varies proportionately with the rainfall, being late in moist and early in dry years (1 division=l day, the mean of many years IB marked Ot).
Figure 2 shows that, when the rainfall increases in Prussia, the crops decrease and vice versa. The crops were good in the dry years about 1860, but very bad in the wet years about 1880; in the following drier period they increased again.
As the crop statistics do not go back very far I have taken the price of grain as a criterion for the quality of the crop; for, before an international commerce in grain existed, the price of grain in a country was always a function of the crop of that country. "When the crop was bad, the price was high and vice versa. In Figure 3 the curve "WM shows the variation of the price of wheat at Munich (marks per bushel); "WZ, of the price of wheat at Zurich (francs per bushel). E means the date of the vintage, which